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London Oratory Schola 
to Sing at Old St. Mary’s in Detroit on July 18, 2025 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are very few “rock stars” in the world of 

sacred music, but one person who certainly 

qualifies is Charles Cole of the London 

Oratory in England. Beginning his musical 

career as a chorister and later organist at 

London’s Westminster Cathedral, today he 

oversees several choirs: 

 

1. The London Oratory Junior Choir: This is a 

volunteer choir of boys and girls who sing at the “Family Mass” at 

the Oratory on Sundays at 10:00 AM and for the ethereal Tuesday 

6:30 PM 

Benediction of the 

Most Blessed 

Sacrament. They 

also give concerts 

across Europe. For 

more information, 

visit: 

https://charlescole.c

om/london-oratory-

junior-choir/ 

 

2. He is assistant 

director of the 

professional adult 

choir which sings at 

the Oratory for the 

Sunday 11:00 AM 

Novus Ordo Latin 

Mass and the 

Sunday 3:30 PM 

Extraordinary Form 

Vespers. 

 

3. The London Oratory Schola: Charles’ main choir, with which 

he rehearses daily, is a group of male students from the London 

Oratory School who sing for the Saturday 6:00 PM Mass at the 

Oratory and who tour the world in concert and sing for Hollywood 

productions, most notably the Harry Potter movies. Their 

repertoire on the adjacent liturgical calendar speaks for itself. 

 

Charles is one of very few music directors who is both an 

accomplished musician and exceptionally well organized behind 

the scenes. For example, he created the amazing web site for the 

Schola himself: www.londonoratoryschola.com  

 

He is an avid member of the Church Music Association of 

America and a regular attendee of its Sacred Music Colloquia. A 

few years ago in Salt Lake City, he was assisted in teaching a 

choral conducting class at the Colloquium by Detroit and 

Windsor’s own Wassim Sarweh. 

 

Charles and his choirs were featured in Episode 16 of 

Extraordinary Faith here: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DW9TKU4I7D4 

 

To give you an idea of the rarefied existence Charles leads, this 

writer recently visited him in London, and while we were talking, 

a young man, doubtfully even 20 years of age, approached Charles 

to ask for his feedback. It turns out this fellow had just served as 

the organist for Tuesday evening Benediction. The organ playing 

had been of utmost professionalism and would have been 

presumed to have been provided by an experienced adult organist. 

It is almost inconceivable that such a young man could have 

demonstrated such musical proficiency. Clearly the work Charles 

is undertaking at the London Oratory will help form future 

generations of music directors, including and perhaps especially 

for the Latin Mass. 

 

And now for the best 

part: After almost six 

years of negotiations, 

we are delighted to 

announce that 

Charles Cole and the 

London Oratory 

Schola will visit 

Detroit and give a 

concert at Old St. 

Mary’s Church on 

Friday, July 18, 2025 

at 7:00 PM. Mark 

your calendars; more 

information will be 

provided as the date 

approaches. 

 

In the interim, take a 

moment to visit this 

web page which lists 

the Schola’s 

numerous recordings and which includes some tear-jerkingly 

beautiful videos of the boys singing: 

https://www.londonoratoryschola.com/recordings 

 

Tridentine Masses This Coming Week 
 

Tue. 12/17 6:00 PM: High Mass at St. John Resort Chapel, 

Plymouth (Feria) 
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